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IMMIGRATION 


Court ruling 
might delay 
Dreamer fix 


A federal judge’s decision to stop President Donald 
Trump from ending protections for so-called Dreamers 
offered the young immigrants a temporary reprieve but 
may have stalled the urgency in Congress toward a more 
lasting legislative solution. And it probably didn’t help that 
the president reconsidered his statement that he’d consider 
a “clean” bill dealing with the Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals bill. 

The ruling: A district judge in San Francisco issued a 
temporary ruling keeping the DACA program in place. 

The reaction: The president denounced the federal 
courts as “broken and unfair” and the administration 
vowed to request a stay and appeal. 

Even more reaction: Any legislative solution to the 
Dreamers’ plight “has got to include the wall,” Trump said, 
after telling Sen. Dianne Feinstein in an open meeting 
Tuesday he’d support legislation just on DACA. 

In Congress: A bipartisan group of senators met 
Wednesday to try to hash out an agreement that includes 
increased border security (for Republicans) in exchange for 
DACA protections sought by Democrats. 

Jan. 19: Pressure had been mounting for Congress to 
broker a deal by Jan. 19 as part of a must-pass budget pack- 
age to fund the government. That motivation could slip 
after the federal judge’s order, giving opponents an open- 
ing for continued delay. 
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NEVADA STANDOFF CASE 


BUNDY READY 
TO RENEW FIGHT 


Cliven Bundy spoke outside the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department headquarters Wednesday. LE Baskow, Las Vegas Sun 


Now a free man, the Nevada rancher says he’ll continue his 
stand and do “whatever it takes” if agents come for his cattle 


Maxine Bernstein The Oregonian/OregonLive 

LAS VEGAS — Fresh from his federal court triumph, Nevada cattleman Cliven Bundy  Cliven Bundy on... 
wasted no time in renewing his range fight, asking why the local sheriff hadn’t protected 
his family and property when government agents tried to round up his cattle in 2014. 

The ranching patriarch urged Sheriff Joseph Lombardo of Clark County, Nevada, not to 
take direction from the federal government, describing it as a “foreign” power. 

“Sheriff Lombardo, are you going to represent ‘We the People’ or are you going to repre- 
sent the federal bureaucracy?” the 71-year-old Bundy said Wednesday, standing outside 
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department headquarters. The sheriff earlier declined 
a personal meeting with Bundy. 

Speaking into a microphone attached to a bullhorn and ringed by about 20 support- 
ers, Bundy said, “I want to ask him to be a constitutional sheriff with more power than 
the president of the United States here in Clark County with the only policing power. If he 
don’t, I guess we will replace him one way or the other.” 

Two days earlier, Bundy walked out of court a free man after a federal judge dismissed a 
conspiracy case against him, two of his sons and a Montana man, finding “outrageous govern- 
ment misconduct” by the prosecution for failing to turn over more than 1,000 pages of docu- 
ments before trial that could have helped the defense. 
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What’s next: “Now | either 
have to forgive these peo- 
ple, or | have to hold them 
accountable. I’m not sure. l'm 
considering my options.” 


On public land: “| am going to 
protect my rights. The public 
land belongs to the people of 
Clark County.” 


On the standoff: “It wasn't a 
standoff. It was a protest.” 


PETITION GUIDELINES 


Richardson backs off his initiative changes 


Molly Harbarger The Oregonian/OregonLive 


In the wake of a lawsuit accusing him of illegal overreach, 
Secretary of State Dennis Richardson halted implementation 
Wednesday of new rules he enacted this month to change how 
backers of initiative petitions get them on the ballot. 

Richardson approved two administrative rules that loos- 
ened the strictures on how signatures can be gathered to 
place measures on the ballot. Richardson, a Republican, said 
the tweaks were meant to make the process fairer and pre- 
vent lobbying groups from filing lawsuits that delay signa- 
ture-gathering. 

On Wednesday, Richardson said he will undo his unilat- 
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MUELLER INVESTIGATION 
Trump sees no reason to talk 


Backing down from his earlier pledge he’d gladly sit down 
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eral rewrite of the rules — with the hope that the Demo- 
crat-majority Oregon Legislature will vote to make those 
same changes in the upcoming February session. 

It is unclear whether his decision will lead to cancel- 
lation of the oral arguments on the lawsuit, brought by 
union-backed Our Oregon, scheduled for Friday. 

One of his rule changes allowed initiative backers to 
gather signatures on single-voter-endorsed online e-peti- 
tions. The other big change allowed initiative-backers to 
gather signatures using a summary written by the state 
attorney general while that summary was under appeal 
with the Oregon Supreme Court. 
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with Robert Mueller, the president says “they have no 
collusion” so there’s no reason for him to be interviewed 
by the special counsel A8 


SPORTS 
Blazers’ win streak ends at three 
Damian Lillard scored 29 points after missing two games, 


and the Blazers cut a 14-point deficit to three in the fourth 
quarter. But a late run by the Rockets and Chris Paul’s 
| 7 


season-high 37 points led to a 121-112 loss. B1 
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Heavy rain 
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